 THE BUTCHER'S BRIGADE 

Throughout Jewish history ordinary men and women have been called upon to act courageously to defend their community. Whether it was the ancient Maccabees, the self-defense forces against pogrums in the Pale of Settlement, the Partisans fighting the Germans, or the members of the hagannah in Israel's early days of independence, Jewish fighters have acquitted themselves well even if they have not always been successful in stemming the tide. The important thing to remember is not whether these fighters were victorious, but that against heavy odds, and at great peril, they made the sacrifice in the first place. One such group was the kosher butchers of Prague during the 1300's in Europe. While most Jews were prohibited from carrying weapons of any sort, the butchers were allowed to carry their long knives as required by their profession. They also developed a signal system to mass at a place where an anti-Semetic mob was gathering. Due to their bravery many Jewish lives were saved. 

Reuben: The Baron won't let us even arm ourselves. It's obvious he hates Jews. 

Miriam: Not so obvious. He feels he can protect us all with his soldiers. 

David: His soldiers can't be everywhere. 

Reuben: So why doesn't he let us arm? 

Leah: Probably because he knows that certain of those who would join the mobs would take it the wrong way. 

Reuben: The wrong way that a Jew feel entitled to defend himself? 

Miriam: No, it would only support those who say the Jews have all sorts of privileges and we don't. See they can even go around with anus. Isn't it enough that they do well financially and unlike the rest of us they are not serfs. 

Reuben: But Jews work hard. We get blamed for things which are not our fault. 

David: You mean the plague? Don't they realize how many Jewish doctors died treating their patients who had the plague? 

Sarah: No, they probably don't. And it all amounts to envy. The Crusades are fought because Christian merchants now want to take over the spice and silk routes. Jewish craftsmen are not allowed to learn crafts and enter the guilds. 

Reuben: Because we work hard? 

Miriam: That's part of it. But it really still goes back to the envy. The Christians want less competition. They know that we could be good craftsmen, but they have a way of keeping people out and they are taking it. 

David: Look we can go around and around on this. The question is how do we protect ourselves. If we carry arms openly we'll be thrown into the dungeon. 

Reuben: Let's have it out then. Show our weapons openly. If the Baron wants to send his soldiers against us, then I say let it happen. He'll see what courage Jews have. 
Sarah: Spoken like a man. Can't you think of getting this done without a direct confrontation? 

David: How are we going to do it any other way? The Gentiles must learn that Jews are not only merchants and peddlers. If we draw blood, then maybe it will stop. 
Sarah: There is another way. 
Reuben: But if we show the anti-Semites just once, then maybe it will stop. Similar to those two girls who committed suicide right in front of the mob during the last Crusade. 
David: Right people were so shocked that they stopped in horror. 
Miriam: Still a desperate solution. I can think of another much like my namesake. 
David: You mean Miriam, Moses' sister? 
Miriam: Yes. While the only think the Israelite men folk could think of doing was fighting Pharaoh's soldicrs, the Jewish mid-wives were thinking of ways of hiding infants right under their noses. 
Reuben: How are we going to hide the weapons? They're bigger than babies. 
Sarah: You're not thinking. Who among us is allowed to carry weapons, like knives. 
David: The butchers, the kosher butchers. It's so obvious.
 Miriam: Now you are getting it. We have the butchers under an alarm system. We will be the scouts and they will then be signaled to stop what they are doing and then go to confront the mob. I mean Reuben, you were half right when you said the mob must be confronted, you just didn't think of the proper way. 

David: That's good thinking. We could also hide weapons someplace else in secret. While the butchers are the first to arrive that wouldn't mean the rest of us would be defenseless. We could find our weapons and then help the butchers. 

Sarah: At last sensible thinking. Why do men always think that a direct confrontation, one large all encompassing fight is the way to prove a point? 
Reuben: So, you admit though you still have to fight. 
Miriam: Oh, Reuben, you are hopeless. 
Sarah: What can you expect he is a guy. He only wants to prove himself on the field of battle. Our job, Miriam, is to show him how to get there. 
David: Well, at least he's on our side. 
