 KICKED OUT OF FRANCE 

Wherever Jews settled in Western Europe during the Middle Ages they achieved success and stature. Often times a powerful Prince or Baron would insist on having a Jewish court physician, as Jews were considered to be skilled in the ways of healing. Jewish merchants often would obtain spices and silk from the far East and go on trade missions to foreign lands. 

In an age where most people farmed and grew up and grew old within 20 miles from where they were born, being able to travel was a great luxury. With Jewish settlements throughout the known world, and with trading posts from the Baltic down to the Nile, Jewish people were able to step out of Europe's closed off world and expand their horizons In addition to these travels, Jewish people insisted on being literate. Most serfs could not even sign their names. Also, a traveling Jewish merchant may be able to speak several languages, while a serf would only be exposed to one Sounds good, right 

Along with the great honors, and the trading came something that was not so good. This was envy An illiterate serf could not often understand why these foreign people, who were not even Christian could do so well. And, when Christian merchants began to expand their horizons through the Crusades there was little reason for any Prince of Baron to keep the Jews around. During the 1200's to 1400's one Western European country after another expelled their Jews, often with only the possessions they could carry on their backs. 

It is now 1350, from a little province in France, a Jewish community has decided to pack its bags and leave for Poland. 

Ruth: It isn't fair. We've done nothing. We don't work the land the way the serfs do, but we still work hard. Things you value most highly, because that's all we will be permitted to take. 

Sarah: Poland is so cold. And I don't know the language. My brother speaks a little German, and of course I know Yiddish, but this Polish, I don't know. 

Simeon:  It's these serfs, these illiterate serfs. They believe that because we are not Christians we shouldn't stay here. 

Benjamin: It's not as simple as all that. 

Simeon: What do you mean, it's not that simple? They hate us. They resent our privileges, our ability to move about. What more is it to that? 
Benjamin: It's not just the serfs. They're not smart enough to figure a move like this out. 

Simeon: Who is then the Baron? Why would he want us to move? He has prospered because we have prospered. 

David: I think that what Benjamin is getting at is that there are now rivals to Jewish control over trading routes. The Baron now reasons that we Jews can be dispensed with if a Christian merchant with contacts in the East wants to bring in the trade. 

Ruth: Still it is not fair. We have been more than just traders. We have been an honest group of subjects. We have set up our own schools and charities. We have not been a burden. 

Sarah: We have studied. Even some of us girls have learned a little about Talmud. The Baron himself uses Abraham Ben Jacob as his court physician. We are a learned people. Many gentiles call us, "The People of the Book" 

Simeon: Those same gentiles burned the Talmud after putting it on trial. And they don't admire you because you are learned. They are trying to figure out why they are not privileged. 

Ruth: Don't they understand that study and hard work can make you successful? 

Benjamin: No they don't, and because they can't read they believe that Ben Jacob may be a sorcerer and that all of us are one step away from the devil. Some of them even believe that we killed Jesus. 

Sarah: It's not true. It's all not true. I am not saying that farm work isn't hard, but when will they understand that we get tired too after a long day, still people find time to read and study even if it is by candle? 

David: They should also understand that we did not become scattered by choice. First there was the Babylonian exile, then the failed revolts against the Romans There is a Jew in every land because there were military defeats. 

Simeon: That's right we don't live as a nation in Diaspora because we planed it that way. You find a Jew in every land not because someone woke up one morning and said to themselves, "We Jews could have a huge advantage in trade if we spread ourselves out." 

Ruth: That's right. Many Jewish people were taken as slaves to foreign lands. They also went in small bands. It's amazing they remained Jews. I can see where it is an advantage against a Christian merchant who goes to a trade fair and can't do business with anyone, but it wasn't part of a master plan. 

David: For us now the answer is Poland. The Poles are the poor of Europe. They will have need of our skills even if the rest of Europe doesn't. 

Sarah: But how will we survive? We leave with what we can carry. 

Benjamin: Jews have traveled to many lands only with what they could carry. How do you think that people felt being taken to Babylon or to Rome in a slave procession, but eventually our people triumphed over these adversities, and still remained a people. 

Simeon I still would like to get back at them. 

David: Remember it's the Baron's doing, not the serfs, although they are too ignorant to know the difference. Even with Christian merchants in place they will still not be able to read, much less leave their fields Educating them would be too dangerous. 

Simeon: So we go out without a fight 

Benjamin: Have you learned nothing from studying the revolts against the Romans. There is a time to take up arms and a time not to take up arms. 

Simeon: I don't want to be known as a coward. 

Sarah: You're not a coward, but what Benjamin is saying is, you can take up arms and be destroyed, or you can show your courage by embarking upon a bold journey to save your people. 

Simeon: What do you mean? 

Ruth: I believe it's like this. Our courage will be testing just like a Jewish slave on the road to Babylon or to Rome, or anywhere else for that matter. All we have is knowledge, the ability to learn, and a lesson of history. 

Simeon: So, we carry that into exile. It's not a sign of cowardliness. 
Sarah: If anything taking care of your family and making sacrifices so that a new generation thrives in a new land is the real triumph over your former enemies. Staying here and waiting to be picked up by the Baron's men would be a sign of stupidity. 

Benjamin: Come. It's time to go. 
Sarah: I still won't like the cold. 
